CHAPTEE   XIV.

A  GEOLOGICAL TOUll  IN NORTHERN  RUSSIA.

AMID the ceaseless revolutions which, during the long
lapse of geological time, the surface of owr planet has under-
gone, few tracts have escaped the effects, of those movements
by which the rocky crust has been crumpled and broken.
The older the rocks the longer have they been exposed to
these movements, and the greater therefore are the fractures
and folds which have been made in their mass. Hence the
task of the geologist, though it may be often easy enough
among the unaltered deposits of recent times, frequently
becomes more and more difficult the higher the antiquity
of the rocks which he seeks to interpret. The older the
record, the more imperfect and illegible may we expect its
pages to be.

It was among some of the older chronicles of the geolo-
gical record that Sedgwiek and Murchison had now been at
work for many years. With rare sagacity they had suc-
ceeded in eliciting the evidence of the order of succession
among some of the oldest and most shattered rocks of
Europe. They had developed that order in Britain, and as
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